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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

PATRONAGE CAPITAL 
SUMMARIES ARRIVE 
THIS MONTH

As mentioned in last month’s news-
letter, Patronage Capital earnings 
summaries will be arriving in the 
mailboxes of each owner-member 
this month! This summary represents 
your share of the excess margins gen-
erated in 2021, plus amounts earned 
previously. All Patronage Capital 
amounts earned are based on the 
amount of electricity you use. 

The mailing you will receive this 
month represents a summary of your 
Patronage Capital since you have 
been a member, but does not repre-
sent funds that can be cashed out at 
this time or applied to your present 
statement.

Electric vehicles are just one way we 
can help the environment and cut 
long-term costs on fuel. While Fall 
River Electric is excited to add a Tesla 
EV to the Cooperative’s fleet, we are 
“neutral” as to the adoption of EVs by 
our owner-members, understanding 
that they are not for everyone.

Take Our Tesla Home
National interest in electric vehicles continues 
to grow and manufacturers are heeding the 
call. A recent Wall Street Journal article, “GM 
Speeds Up Electric-Car Timetable,” reported 
that “General Motors Co. said it plans to accel-
erate the timetable for some upcoming elec-
tric vehicle launches and will establish a third 
factory to build plug-in trucks, anticipating a 
sharp rise in demand for EVs.” GM’s CEO Mary 
Barra told financial analysts that GM has tar-
geted sales of 400,000 EVs in North America for 
this year and next. This announcement came 
even before fuel prices spiked in March. 

What are the benefits of EVs? Because electric 
vehicles, or EVs, do not have internal com-
bustion engines that power them, there is no 
CO2 emissions. However, they are not without 
carbon emissions. Electric cars store energy 
in large batteries (the larger they are, the big-
ger their range) that have high environmental 
costs. This happens because these batteries 
are made from rare earth elements (REE) like 
lithium, nickel, cobalt, or graphite that only ex-
ist beneath the surface of the earth and there-
fore depend on mining activities with very pol-
luting processes. So, electric cars are not zero 
emissions vehicles. Although they do not emit 
CO2 while being driven, they might do so dur-
ing three other stages: manufacturing of the 
vehicle itself, energy production used to make 
batteries, and, at the end of their life cycle, the 
recycling of the batteries themselves. 

EV popularity and use is growing. Fall River 
Electric added an EV to our fleet of vehicles so 
we could better understand the benefits and 
drawbacks to electric vehicles and then share 
that knowledge with our members. Here are a 
few things we’ve learned in our use of the Tesla:

- At temperatures near or below zero, battery 
life can be reduced by as much as 50 percent, 
which means the distance you can drive on 
a full battery charge can be 125 miles versus 
summertime distances of up to 300 miles.

- The cost to charge to a 250-mile range is un-
der $4.00 (at $.06/kWh).

- It takes less than 6 hours to charge the ve-
hicle for a range of 250 miles using a Level 2 
fast charger. Using your standard 110v outlet, 
it charges at a rate of 4 miles of range for every 
ONE HOUR of charge.

If you are considering an electric vehicle or just 
curious about an EV, members can now reserve 
Fall River Electric’s Tesla electric vehicle online 
for one to three days for free! April has been 
reserved for owner-members in Teton Valley. 
During May, our members in Island Park and 
West Yellowstone can reserve the vehicle and 
in July, it will be available for members in the 
Upper Valley (Ashton/Rexburg/Rigby areas). To 
reserve your FREE test drive, visit www.fallriver-
electric.com/test-drive-sign-up. 

There is still time to become a candidate for Fall River 
Electric’s Board of Directors! Three positions are up 
for election this year, including District 4, east Driggs, 
presently represented by Anna Lindstedt; District 
7, southern Island Park, where Jodi Stiehl currently 
serves; and District 9, the West Yellowstone area cur-
rently represented by Doug Schmier. 

Nomination by petition is open. All that is needed to submit a petition is your name along with 
fifteen signatures of members from anywhere in Fall River’s service territory. Those names and 
signatures must arrive at the Ashton, Idaho, office of Fall River Electric by Friday, April 25, 2022, 
in order to be placed on the official election ballot. To receive a petition form, contact Fall River’s 
CEO/General Manager Bryan Case by email at bryan.case@fallriverelectric.com.

Remember, the deadline for petitions is April 25, 2022.

Candidates Still Sought For The Co-Op’s 
Board Election

RENT FALL RIVER ELECTRIC’S TESLA FOR FREE FOR UP TO THREE DAYS



Husk Crowther 
District 1
Rexburg/Rigby

Georg Behrens
District 3
East Victor
Vice President

Anna Lindstedt
District 4

East Driggs

Brent Robson
District 5
West Driggs/Tetonia

Dede Draper 
District 6

Ashton
President

Jodi Stiehl
District 7
South Island Park
Secretary/Treasurer

Doug Schmier
District 9, West Yellowstone

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Fall River’s FLASHES 
newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper 
and is certified by the 

Forest Stewardship Council. Products certi-
fied by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
www.fallriverelectric.com and then select 
the tab “My Cooperative” followed by 
the drop-down menu “Fall River Electric 
Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power out-
age information, by “liking” Fall River Elec-
tric on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
fallriverrec. 

Jay Hanson
District 2

West Victor

800-632-5726
208-652-7431

ASHTON
1150 North 3400 East

Ashton, ID 83420

DRIGGS
1605 N Highway 33

Driggs, ID 83422

WEST YELLOWSTONE
436 Madison Ave

West Yellowstone, MT 59758

All Our Offices Are Open
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:30pm

Jeff Keay
District 8 

North Island Park

Bryan Case
Fall River Electric

CEO/General Manager

Each year, owner-members and contractors dig up power lines. Before you start your spring land-
scaping or construction projects, be sure you locate any underground utilities such as buried pow-
er lines, gas and water lines, and communication cables. If you dig them up, you will be respon-
sible for the cost of their repair. Digging up power or gas lines can also be extremely dangerous.

A FREE locate service called Digline is available by calling 8-1-1. Call two days before you plan to 
dig to have all the buried utilities located.

This time of year, farm operations are in full swing, as well. When moving equipment like grain 
augers or tillage equipment or handling sprinkler pipes or moving pivots, LOOK UP! Make sure 
you have the proper clearance to overhead power lines. When you disc or till, watch out for 
power poles and their guy wires. Let’s be safe as we get out in our fields and yards this spring!

Call Before You Dig – 
Look Up Before You Move It

Take Safety Home – Protect Your Hearing

Earth Day is just around the corner! This spe-
cial event is observed annually on April 22 and 
is held to promote environmental awareness, 
as well as calls for the protection of our planet. 

Traditionally, Earth Day is viewed as a time of 
environmental awareness and stewardship. 
It is usually celebrated with outdoor perfor-
mances, where individuals or groups perform 
acts of service such as planting trees, picking 
up roadside trash, and conducting various pro-
grams for recycling and conservation.

Fall River Electric continues its commitment to 
protecting the natural resources that we enjoy 
in this region. As a local designated RRR Busi-
ness Leader, we continue to be environmen-
tally conscience by:

• Recycling transformers, meters, overhead 
wires, and obsolete computer equipment. 
Even power poles are repurposed as pole barn 
supports or fence posts.

• Replace oil in transformers containing PCB to 
natural, biodegradable vegetable oil.

• Altered construction practices to minimize 
animal and avian fatalities.

Our energy conservation efforts, which began 
in 1984, have resulted in a reduction of over 
nine million kilowatt hours, while paying out 
members over $2.5M in rebates.

Earth Day is followed quickly by Arbor Day, 
which is celebrated on Friday, April 29, in most 
states. This day is a great time to plant trees!

Why Trees? Trees absorb excess and harmful 
CO2 from our atmosphere. In fact, in a single 
year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the same 
amount of CO2 produced by driving the aver-
age car 26,000 miles. 

Trees help us breathe clean air. Trees absorb 
odors and pollutant gases (nitrogen oxides, 
ammonia, sulfur dioxide, and ozone) and filter 
particulates out of the air by trapping them on 
their leaves and bark. 

So, let’s join together this spring to plant a 
tree, while rededicating our personal efforts 
to recycle, reuse, and reduce. 

Noise-induced hearing loss is usually gradual and painless, but it is permanent. Once destroyed, 
the hearing nerve and its sensory nerve cells do not repair.*

Prevention Tips
• Wear hearing protection, like earmuffs or earplugs, when in loud environments.
• Move away from loud sounds.
• Keep MP3 players at no more than half volume.
• Apply the 60/60 rule: listen to an MP3 player for 60 minutes at maximum 60 percent volume 

and then take a break.
• Ask people if they can hear your music when listening to an MP3 player. If they can, it is too 

loud.
• Wear earphones/headphones instead of earbuds. Having the source of the sound in your 

ear canal can increase the volume by 6 to 9 dB.

*American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)

April Celebrations – 
Earth Day & Arbor Day


