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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

Since January 1, 2022, nearly 40,000 wildfires 
have burned 5.5 million acres across the United 
States, according to the National Interagency 
Fire Center. This is well above the ten-year aver-
age for the number of wildfires and more than 
double the number of acres burned. While some 
of this year’s wildfires were caused by lightning, 
most of them were caused by people. Careless 
behavior like unattended campfires, discarded 
cigarettes, and sparks from vehicles and equip-
ment are some of the most common causes.

As of late July, the Moose Fire near Salmon, 
Idaho, had grown to nearly 20,000 acres and had 
resulted in smokey conditions throughout East-
ern Idaho, southwestern Montana, and parts of 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks.  Fire 
danger in Yellowstone had been raised to “high.”

Fall River Electric works aggressively, using key 
proactive measures, to manage and mitigate the 
risk of wildfire while operating and maintaining 
its system. The Co-op’s Wildfire Mitigation Plan 
(WMP) focuses on a comprehensive and inte-
grated assessment of the risks posed by its dis-
tribution system. This involves an assessment of 
equipment and facilities, weather conditions, 
the density and condition of potential fuels such 
as vegetation, and the potential threat to pub-
lic safety. Fall River’s commitment to fire safety, 
prevention, mitigation, response, and recovery 
is a crucial element of our mission to mitigate 
utility-posed wildfire risks.

While the summer season continues to heat 
up and dry weather is in the air, you can also 
take steps to keep your home and family safe in 

TESLA MEMBER TEST 
DRIVES CONTINUE 

Owner-members of Fall 
River Electric in West Yel-
lowstone and Island Park 
will have access to rent 
the Co-op’s Tesla EV for 
FREE in September. From 
September 1 through 
the 15, the Tesla will be 
in West Yellowstone and 
then, from September 16 
through October 3, it will 
be at Macks Inn for Island 
Park members. To reserve 
your FREE Tesla rental, go 
to www.fallriverelectric.
com/test-drive-sign-up.

the event of a wildfire. Ready.gov offers a host of 
tips and safety measures to help. 

When smoke from a nearby fire is in the air, 
designate a room that can be closed off from 
outside air. Close all doors and windows. Set up 
a portable air cleaner to keep indoor pollution 
levels low when smoky conditions exist.

To ensure you are prepared for a wildfire near 
your home, put important documents in a fire-
proof safe, gather emergency supplies, and have 
an evacuation plan.

Create a fire-resistant zone around your home 
that is free of leaves, debris, or flammable mate-
rials at least thirty feet from your home. 

Ensure you also have an outdoor water source 
with a hose that can reach any area of your property.

For more information, visit ready.gov/wildfires. 
Be fire wise! 

ATTENTION: 
Your Member Services 
Portal is getting a new 
look! Starting September 
1, Fall River will be 
releasing your new portal 
with added security and 
features.



Dorr Wins Big Screen Television
This July, Tetonia resident Laurel Dorr won a 50-inch big screen television courtesy of 

Fall River Electric. Dorr’s name was drawn at random from all the owner-members who 
voted via online balloting for board candidates this year. The TV was the top prize!

Fall River also congratulates Jeff and Tashina Wirkus of Rigby for winning a $250 energy 
credit from another random drawing of members who have signed up to receive their 
monthly billing statement by email, thus reducing the amount of postage paid by the Co-
op, as well as reducing paper usage.

Fall River Cares
Fall River Electric partnered with the Henry’s Fork Foundation and the Idaho Fish & 

Game to fund improvements on the gravel road to the Chester dam and fishing access 
to the Henry’s Fork. Most of the improvements were made in the area that passes res-
idences on the access road. Fall River Electric welcomes cooperative efforts by partner 
organizations to benefit members.

If you are an owner-member in the West Yellowstone or Island Park area, save the date 
of Fall River Electric’s Member Appreciation Day on Friday, September 9.

During this special event, enjoy FREE lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. where we are serving 
up hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, drinks, and all the fixin’s. Members who attend will also 
receive a FREE energy conservation kit* which includes an energy saving surge protector 
that even shuts off power to devices not in use. The free kit also contains two 75w LED 
light bulbs.

Member services staff will be on-hand to show you Fall River Electric’s new online 
member portal. You can also learn about energy saving rebates available for home or 
business improvements that can save you energy in the coming cold winter months.

See Fall River Electric’s Tesla electric vehicle and ask the Co-op’s engineering staff ques-
tions about EV performance in our service area. Member Appreciation Day will be held 
Friday, September 9, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Fall River Electric’s office located at 436 
Madison Avenue in West Yellowstone.

*While supplies last.

Member Appreciation Event Set 
For September
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Fall River Board Members Tour 
Ice Harbor Dam

Most owner-members of Fall River Elec-
tric Cooperative are aware of the proposal 
U.S. Congressman Mike Simpson of Idaho 
announced last year to remove the four 
Lower Snake River dams (LSRDs) in eastern 
Washington state that provide clean, low-
cost, renewable hydropower to electric 
utilities throughout the Northwest, includ-
ing Fall River Electric. 

Recently, three of Fall River Electric’s 
board of director members—Brent Rob-
son, Husk Crowther, and Jodi Stiehl—ac-
companied CEO/General Manager Bryan 
Case on a tour of the Ice Harbor Lock and 
Dam near Pasco, Washington. The purpose 
of the tour was to see first-hand one of the 
dams targeted by Representative Simpson 
for removal and hear from the members of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that oper-
ate the facility.

Clockwise from top left: Fall River Electric board members (left to right) Brent Robson, Husk 
Crowther, and Jodi Stiehl with tour director Seth Thompson, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Electrical power generators at Ice Harbor Dam. Ice Harbor Dam. Board member Jodi Stiehl looks 
down into the lock where barges, as well as recreational boats, can pass the dam. Dam dedication.

Ice Harbor powerhouse features six hy-
dropower generators that produce 600 
million watts annually, which is enough to 
power over 350,000 homes each year. Ice 
Harbor also has two fish ladders, a remove-
able spillway weir and a juvenile fish bypass 
facility, a 9,200-acre recreational reservoir, 
and a 675-foot-long and 100-foot-vertical 
lift navigation lock used for barges carrying 
grain, wood, fertilizer, and miscellaneous 
cargo totaling over 3.5 billion tons annu-
ally. Ten percent of the United States’ wheat 
exports go down the Snake River.

Much has been said about fish passage 
on the LSRDs. At Ice Harbor, however, the 
survival rate for fish using the fish ladders 
is 98 percent, while newly installed tur-
bine blades have improved fish survival 
through the turbines from 92 percent to 

Continued on back page ...



Fall River’s FLASHES newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper and is certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council. Products cer-
tified by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? 
Click www.fallriverelectric.com and 
then select the tab “My Cooperative” 
followed by the drop-down menu “Fall 
River Electric Newsletter.”

Keep up to date, including on power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/fallriverrec. 

OFFICES TO BE CLOSED ON 
LABOR DAY

Fall River Electric offices will 
be closed Monday, September 5, 
2022, in celebration of Labor Day, 
which was created to recognize the 
contributions of American workers. 
It is also meant to give workers a 
well-earned day off to relax at home 
or get out for recreation. To many 
folks, Labor Day marks the end of the 
summer season!

As with all holidays, Fall River crews 
are on stand-by in case of a power 
outage. Should an outage occur 
during the Labor Day weekend, 
please call 800.632.5726 and a crew 
will be dispatched immediately.

98.5 percent. Fewer than 5 percent of fish 
passing the dam actually end up going 
through the turbines.

Recently the Biden Administration re-
leased two documents regarding the 
Lower Snake River dams. One is an analy-
sis performed on behalf of the Bonneville 
Power Administration (BPA) by E3 that ex-
plores cost and environmental impacts in 
maintaining grid reliability across multiple 
scenarios in the event of the removal of the 
Lower Snake River dams. The other is a “Re-
view Draft” released by the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
with contributions from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), Nez Perce Tribe, 
and the State of Oregon. 

The study conducted by E3 verifies pre-
vious analyses and conclusions. The E3 and 
Energy GPS studies demonstrate that, giv-
en existing technologies, there is currently 
no viable way to remove the LSRDs with-
out burning more fossil fuels or jeopardiz-
ing grid reliability. “According to the report 
commissioned by the Biden Administra-
tion’s BPA, Snake River dam removal would 
force ratepayers to gamble $75 billion or an 
increase in carbon emissions against tech-
nology that is not yet available,” says Kurt 
Miller, executive director, Northwest River-
Partners. “We all want emerging technol-
ogies to be viable, but we cannot bet our 
climate and the health and safety of our 

region on something that doesn’t yet exist.” 
“Ratepayers’ bills go up if the dams are 

breached,” Miller continued. “The BPA 
study  says to expect up to a 65 percent 
increase in electricity rates if the LSRDs are 
removed, while the region pursues electri-
fication policies. ”

In one of its most significant conclusions, 
the BPA commissioned report states, “Even 
in a best-case scenario, replacement pow-
er would cost several times as much as the 
Lower Snake River dams cost.”

Fall River Electric board members con-
tinue to monitor LSRD-related news and 
review the impacts dam removal would 
have on owner-member’s rates and power 
reliability.

Delivering 95% Carbon-Free Power to 
Fall River Electric Members!

BPA Hydros 70%

Fall River Owned 
Hydros 14%

Nuclear 10%

Non-specified 
5%Wind 1%
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