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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
OFFICE CLOSURE

Fall River Electric offices will be closed 
on Monday, February 21, 2022, in cel-
ebration of Presidents’ Day. Why do 
we celebrate Presidents’ Day? The day 
not only honors George Washington 
(born February 22), the first president 
of the United States, and Abraham 
Lincoln (born February 12), but hon-
ors all the presidents of the United 
States who have served this great 
country.

NEED HELP PAYING 
WINTER ENERGY 
BILLS?

If you are struggling with higher 
winter energy bills, help is available. 
The Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance program (LIHEAP) is avail-
able to qualifying Fall River Electric 
members. However, time is running 
out to apply. To inquire, call the office 
in your state:

IDAHO – 208.522.5391
MONTANA – 406.587.4486
WYOMING – 800.246.4221

Scholarship Applications Now Being 
Accepted

As announced previously, ALL owner-members of Fall River Electric Cooperative that paid for 
power from the Co-op in 2021 are receiving an Instant Owner Rebate. Check your statement this 
month to see the amount of your rebate. If you have questions about your rebate, please call a 
friendly Member Services representative, Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m MST. 

How Much Of The $1.5 Million Did You 
Receive For Your Instant Owner Rebate?

A NEW FACE IN 
ENGINEERING

Missy Neppl, a 
Fall River Electric 
staff member 
for nearly eight 
years, has been 
promoted to GIS 
Technician in the 
engineering de-

partment, replacing Rayla Hathaway 
who retired after 28 years of service 
to Cooperative members. Missy will 
also be interacting with Co-op owner-
members to help them with their 
energy conservation projects and 
rebates. Congratulations, Missy, on 
your new assignments!

More than $70,000 in scholarships are now 
available to current high school seniors plan-
ning to attend college or receive vocational 
training* this fall. Each scholarship awarded 
is worth $2,400, given in $600 installments for 
each year your student stays enrolled. All appli-
cants (students) must have parents or guard-
ians who are owner-members (customers) of 
Fall River Electric, have a high school GPA of 2.0 
or greater, and submit an essay to be eligible. 

Students who have previously received a 
scholarship from Fall River Electric are remind-
ed that they need to apply each year to con-
tinue to receive scholarship assistance. 

Scholarship applications are available at Fall 
River’s website, www.fallriverelectric.com. 
Click on the tab titled “MY COMMUNITY,” 
and then “Scholarships” in the drop-down 
menu. The deadline to apply is March 25, so 
hurry. Scholarships will be presented at Fall 
River Electric’s Energy Expo event on June 11, 
2022, in Driggs and are funded by unclaimed 
Patronage Capital.

*Students who enroll in vocational or profession-
al education degrees that take less than 4 years 
will have their scholarships adjusted accordingly.

Each year Fall River Electric invites owner-members and their families to attend the Co-op’s 
Energy Expo annual meeting. This year, the event will be held on Saturday, June 11, at Teton 
High School in Driggs. 

Come early and enjoy a FREE breakfast of pancakes, bacon, sausage, hash browns, and a 
beverage of your choice, plus receive a FREE gift. This year’s expo will feature nearly two 
dozen business vendors offering prizes to attendees. There will also be kids’ activities, in-
cluding the always popular bucket truck rides! 

Fall River Electric owner-members will be electing board representatives for District 4, the 
east Driggs area currently represented by Anna Lindstedt; District 7, the southern Island 
Park area represented by Jodi Stiehl; and the seat for West Yellowstone District 9, held cur-
rently by Doug Schmier. Voting will open in May and winning candidates will be announced 
during the business meeting held the morning of June 11.

Look for complete details and election information mailed to each member in mid-May. 

2022 Energy Expo: June 11 In Driggs
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Fall River’s FLASHES 
newsletter is printed 
on recycled paper 
and is certified by 

the Forest Stewardship Council. Products 
certified by FSC directly support responsible  
forest management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
the Quick Link Newsletter on our website’s 
home page at www.fallriverelectric.com.

Keep up to date, including on power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/fallriverrec. 
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Winter can be an expensive time. Here are a few inexpensive ways to cut your home heating 
costs this season:

• Cut up to a fifth of your bill by sealing exterior wall air 
leaks and drafts. 

• If there are leaks or holes in your ducts, use sealant or 
metal tape. Air leaks in ducts can account for about 20 
to 30 percent of wasted heat. 

• Lower the temperature while sleeping or away. A pro-
grammable thermostat can save you up to 15 percent. 

• Water heaters account for nearly a fifth of heating bills. 
Set yours to no more than 120°. 

• Open drapes on sunny days for natural heat. 

• Remember to change the furnace filter monthly.

Cut Heating Costs This Winter

Amid the regional debate over hydropower, 
new survey data shows strong majorities of 
Northwest residents support hydropower and 
the carbon-free energy provided by the low-
er Snake River Dams in Eastern Washington. 
Nearly 60 percent of regional poll participants 
indicated direct support for the use of these 
hydroelectric dams. 

Only 17 percent of participants oppose the 
dams and 23 percent remain undecided. 
When asked directly about plans to breach the 
lower Snake River dams, only a minority—29 
percent—said they would support breaching 
the dams.

The survey, produced by an independent and 
nonpartisan research firm, was conducted 
during the summer of 2021, and polled a di-
verse range of residents from Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho, with a margin of error of 
+/- 2.8 percent overall. 

To ensure an inclusive and accurate data pool, 
the poll targeted residents of all backgrounds 
and accounted for differences in age, gender, 

Majority Support Lower Snake River Dams

The safety of our staff and our members is of the upmost importance, which 
is why we are continuing our “Take Safety Home” series. The following tips are 
important to keep in mind:

Winter is the deadliest time of the year for carbon mon-
oxide (CO) poisoning. Carbon monoxide is a colorless, 
odorless, and tasteless poison gas that is produced by 
fuel-burning appliances like furnaces, ovens, clothes 
dryers, fireplaces, and even generators running in an enclosed space. Protect 
your family by installing at least one CO alarm on each level of your home near-
est to sleeping areas.

Electrical power tools can also become a risk of injury. Always inspect tools in ad-
vance of use for electrical cord cuts or splits. Never carry 
the tool by its power cords and never let them become 
wet. These safety tips from your trusted energy partner…
Fall River Electric.

Take Safety Home

race/ethnicity, education, and geographical 
location. 

The analyzed data reflected that residents 
are concerned about increased electricity 
costs, loss of a carbon-free energy source, 
and the agricultural impacts associated with 
dam removal.

“Today’s survey results ultimately demon-
strate that Northwest residents understand 
the integral role hydropower plays in support-
ing our clean energy grid and fish recovery, 
and our policy leaders should take note,” said 
Kurt Miller, executive director of Northwest 
RiverPartners. “With national inflation now hit-
ting a forty-year high and soaring energy pric-
es, affordable access to hydropower is more 
critical than ever when it comes to achieving 
our region’s ambitious decarbonization and 
economic justice goals.”

The four lower Snake River dams—Ice Harbor, 
Lower Monumental, Little Goose, and Lower 
Granite—are part of the Federal Columbia 
River Power System.
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