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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

One of the seven guiding principles of Fall Riv-
er Rural Electric Cooperative is democratic mem-
ber control. Our Co-op is controlled by its owner- 
members, who actively participate in setting 
policies and making decisions. The elected rep-
resentatives of Fall River’s Board of Directors are 
accountable to the membership and this year, 
three of those nine seats are set for election. The 
seats up for election are District 4, the east Driggs 
area, presently represented by Anna Lindstedt; 
District 7, southern Island Park, where Jodi Stiehl 
currently serves; and District 9, the West Yellow-
stone area, represented by Doug Schmier. 

The nominating committee will select candi-
dates for each of the three districts. If you are 
interested in being considered as a board can-
didate, please contact Bryan Case by Thursday, 
March 31, 2022, at bryan.case@fallriverelectric.
com or call 800.632.5726 and ask to speak with 
him. Qualifications and expectations for board 
members can be found in our Bylaws, which 
are located on our website, www.fallriverelectric.
com. Click on the “My Cooperative” tab and then 

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS DUE 
THIS MONTH

Graduating high school 
students of owner- 
members of Fall Riv-
er Electric are invited 
to apply for a $2,400 
scholarship to be used 
to continue their edu-
cation at the college or 
technical training facility 
of their choice. Students 
must have parents OR 
guardians who are active 
members (customers) of 
Fall River Electric. 

Scholarship applica-
tions are now being ac-
cepted through March 
25, 2022, and are avail-
able at Fall River’s website, 
www.fallriverelectric.com. 
Click on the tab titled “My 
Community,” and then 
“Scholarships” in the drop 
down menu. Scholarships 
are funded by unclaimed 
patronage capital.

Fall River Electric’s “Stuff the Truck” December 
food drive, now in its fourth year, resulted in a re-
cord amount of non-perishable food delivered to 
four area food banks. Nearly 5,000 pounds were 
delivered to the Teton Food Pantry in Driggs, Rex-
burg Food Bank, North Fremont Food Pantry in 
Ashton, and the food bank in West Yellowstone. 
Additionally, more than $5,000 in cash was also 
donated allowing these food banks to purchase 
much needed food that is not normally donated. 
Thanks to you, our members, for your generous 
support.

Stuff The Truck Delivered Record Amounts 
To Area Food Banks

the dropdown menu “Bylaws.”
If you miss the end of March deadline, mem-

bers-at-large may also be nominated by sub-
mitting their name along with fifteen signatures 
from members who live within the district of 
which they are seeking candidacy. Those names 
and signatures must arrive at the Ashton Idaho 
office of Fall River Electric by April 15, 2022, to be 
placed on the official election ballot. Remember, 
to be a qualified candidate, you must reside in 
the district you are seeking election to. 

Pictured (L-R) Back row: Fall River Electric lineworkers 
Ben Bollinger and Kade Larson; Front Row: Sue 
Heffron, food pantry director; Julie Kling, pantry 
assistant; Aaron Kearsley, lineworker; Linda Shaw, 
pantry volunteer; Tuc Atchley, lineworker; and Randy 
Farmer, line foreman.

THREE BOARD SEATS UP FOR ELECTION IN 2022



Resolving Conflicts 
At Work & Home

Two Longtime 
FRE Employees 
Retire

Many of us receive training at work on 
how best to resolve conflicts, but some-
times having information on resolving con-
flicts at home can be helpful, too. As part 
of Fall River Electric’s “Take Safety Home” 
series, learn how to resolve conflicts and 
manager anger at home—a beneficial tool 
for the whole family.

For parents with kids at home and in 
school, visit facebook.com/WholeHearted-
SchoolCounseling1/. For conflicts at work, 
visit ncrconline.com/mediation-conflict-res-
olution/training-services for ideas and sug-
gestions. 

At the beginning of 2022, two of Fall River 
Electric’s most senior staff members, Ener-
gy Conservation Specialist Jan Dean and 
Engineering GIS Technician Rayla Hatha-
way, retired. Between the two of them, they 
represented over five decades of service to 
the owner-members of Fall River Electric.Jan (right) is pictured with CEO Bryan Case and Member Services Manager Sheena Lankford, while 

Rayla (left) is flanked by Engineering Supervisor Nick Watson (left) and Engineering Department 
Manager Dave Peterson. Congratulations!

Energy EXPO 
COMING JUNE 11 

Driggs, Idaho
Free breakfast, door prizes, a fantastic Grand Prize, 

vendor booths, bucket truck rides for the kids, along 
with bounce houses and STEM activities! It is all part of 
Fall River Electric’s annual ENERGY EXPO to be held Sat-
urday, June 11, at Teton High School in Driggs.
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Those Annoying Power Blinks: 
What Causes Them?

Power outages on the Fall River Electric grid are a very rare 
occurrence and have been declining for the past three consec-
utive years. Outages are typically the result of several factors, 
including storms, traffic accidents, birds, small animals, trees, 
and more frequently than we would like, contractor/builder 
“dig ups” of buried cables. Even with those causes, power out-
ages in 2020* were down 40 percent from the previous five-
year average.

But what about those obnoxious power blinks that disrupt 
our digital clocks? Blinks indicate that our power grid is work-
ing as designed. Blinks are created when a breaker, or switch, 
opens along any portion of the power system. The breaker 
usually opens because of a large, quick rise of electrical cur-
rent. When this happens, a relay senses the fault and tells the 
breaker to open, preventing the flow of power to the problem 
site. After opening, the breaker quickly closes. The brief delay, 
which allows the fault to clear, usually lasts 2 seconds. If the 
fault clears, every home or business that receives electricity off 
that power line has just experienced a blink, but we have also 
avoided a large-scale power failure.

Blinks help keep the power flowing and reduces the likeli-
hood of an actual power outage.

*2020 is the most recent full year of SAIDI statistics

 While power strips and surge protectors often 
look similar and have common functionality, surge 
protectors offer a greater level of safety, both for 
you and the devices you connect it to. 

Their built-in systems help prevent power surges 
from damaging connected devices, making them 
great for electronics sensitive to changes in power 
levels, such as TVs and computers. This makes surge 
protectors a bit more expensive than power strips, 
which do not offer that same protection. When you 
are selecting which device to purchase, surge pro-
tectors will label themselves as such on their pack-
aging. 

Why Use 
A Surge 
Protector In 
Your Home?

We appreciate the dedicated service of our linemen as they battle cold temperatures, 
wind, rain, and snow at all times of the day and night and on weekends and holidays to 
keep the power flowing to your home or business.  Monday, April 11, 2022, is the day set 
aside by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) to salute coopera-
tive linemen. Thank you, linemen, for your hard work and dedication! 

Let’s Celebrate Linemens Appreciation Day



Fall River’s FLASHES newsletter is printed on 
recycled paper and is certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Products certified 
by FSC directly support responsible forest 
management.

Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
www.fallriverelectric.com & then select the 
tab “My Cooperative” followed by the drop-
down menu “Fall River Electric Newsletter”.

Keep up-to-date on news, including power 
outage information, by “liking” Fall River 
Electric on Facebook at facebook.com/
fallriverrec. 

In April, every owner-member of Fall River Electric will 
receive a summary of the Patronage Capital they have 
earned in 2021, as well as any previous earnings since 
becoming a customer.  As you may recall, Patronage 
Capital is your share of the “margins” generated in ex-
cess of the costs to operate Fall River Electric. All Patron-
age Capital amounts earned are based on the amount 
of electricity you use with payments made each Decem-
ber on an approximate eighteen-year payback cycle. For 
more information on Patronage Capital, visit www.fallriverelectric.com, click on the tab “My 
Cooperative” followed by “Patronage Capital” on the drop-down menu. Or, call a friendly 
Member Services representative during normal business hours at 800.632.5726.

Patronage Capital Earnings Report 
Arrives Next Month

Congratulations to Fall River Electric board members Jeff Keay and Jay Hanson on re-
ceiving their GOLD certification from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

The Director Gold Credential certificate, awarded by the NRECA, is the highest certifica-
tion level offered to electric board members. It demonstrates each board member’s ongo-
ing commitment to advancing their knowledge and performing their fiduciary duties to 
the best of their ability.

Directors Keay & Hanson Earn Gold

CASE NAMED VICE CHAIR OF 
PNGC POWER

PNGC Power is 
an Oregon-based 
electric generation 
and transmission 
(G&T) cooperative 
owned by fifteen 
Northwest elec-
tric cooperative 

utilities, including Fall River Electric. 
Bryan Case, Fall River’s CEO/General 
Manager, was recently elected Vice 
Chair of PNGC’s fifteen-member 
board.

PNGC is a top aggregator of 
geographically diverse power loads 
in the northwest region and became 
the first electric cooperative in the 
country to receive a power market-
ing license from the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. With the 
benefit of having some of the most 
experienced professionals in the 
energy industry and by offering ad-
vanced tools, technology, and policy 
leadership, PNGC member utilities 
have the collective clout to offer their 
owner-members reliable, low-cost 
power options at stable prices, now, 
and in the future.


