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Committed to safely and economically provide reliable energy and other services which bring value to its membership.

PATRONAGE CAPITAL 
SUMMARIES ARRIVE 
THIS MONTH
As mentioned in last month’s news-
letter, Patronage Capital earnings 
summaries will be arriving in the 
mailboxes of each owner-member 
this month! This summary represents 
your share of the excess margins gen-
erated in 2020 plus any amounts you 
have earned in previous years. All Pa-
tronage Capital amounts earned are 
based on the amount of electricity 
you use. 

APPLY TO 
YOUTH RALLY 
FOR A POSSIBLE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Although this year’s in-person Youth 
Rally has been canceled due to on-
going COVID-19 concerns, your high 
school student could still earn a $500 
scholarship. The deadline to apply 
is April 14. If you are the parent or 
guardian of a current high school 
sophomore or junior, they qualify to 
apply for the Youth Rally scholarship. 

Each selected student will receive a 
$500 scholarship for their participation. 

An application and instructions are 
available on Fall River’s website, 
www.fallriverelectric.com. Click on the 
tab “My Community” and then Youth 
Rally.

Candidate Positions Open On The 
Co-op's Board

At the March 2021 meeting of the Cooperative’s board of directors, revisions were made to 
the previously announced “Energy Expo” annual meeting scheduled for June 19, 2021, at North  
Fremont High School in Ashton.

Due to on-going pandemic restrictions and continued vaccination efforts, the board deter-
mined that a hybrid in-person event coupled with a virtual meeting would be best for the Coop-
eratives’ owner-members. The free breakfast and vendor booths have been canceled. Fall River 
will still have booths on topics such as energy conservation, electric vehicles, member services, 
and others. An electrical safety demonstration conducted by the Co-op’s linemen will be held at 
9:20am and test drives of the Co-op’s Tesla electric vehicle will begin at 8am.

Additionally, the annual business meeting will be held at 10am in-person with board election 
results announced, as well as prizes given away to members in attendance. For those members 
unable to attend in-person, the meeting will also be streamed online with details to be pro-
vided with your ballot mailing sent to all owner-members in late May.

Changes Instituted For Annual Meeting 
Of Members

Three positions on Fall River Electric’s board are up for election 
this year, including District 1, Rexburg/Ririe area; District 5, west 
Driggs/Tetonia area; and District 6, the Ashton area. The Co-op’s 
nine member elected board of directors is responsible for provid-
ing strategic direction for the future of the Cooperative.

Nomination by petition is currently open. The deadline to file is 
coming up on Monday, April 26, 2021. To have your name placed on the official election ballot, 
submit a petition with your name on it accompanied by fifteen signatures of members who 
also reside in your district. You must reside in one of the districts with a seat up for election (see 
above). If you are interested in submitting a petition to be a candidate, please contact Fall River’s 
CEO/General Manager Bryan Case by email at bryan.case@fallriverelectric.com. Remember, the 
deadline for petitions is April 26, 2021.

Although Fall River Electric Cooperative’s en-
ergy is 95 percent carbon free, some owner-
members may desire to become more energy 
independent and employ renewable energy 
sources for the benefit of the environment. The 
Cooperative’s updated website now provides 
valuable information on solar installations. This 
is part of being your trusted energy partner!

Visit FRE’s new website page, www.fallriver-
electric.com/solarwind, which provides infor-
mation on the size of the solar system you 
should consider, how to factor payback on 
your system investment, solar advantages, dis-
advantages, checklists, and frequently asked 
questions. You will also find a sample request 
for proposals (RFP) and a list of regional pro-
viders and installers.

Considering Solar Panels For Your Roof?
What to do if your home is not suitable for 
solar panels, a wind turbine, or your HOA 
will not allow either?

You can still join the renewable energy move-
ment by signing up for Fall River Electric’s 
“Green Power” program. This program pro-
vides owner-members with the opportunity 
to purchase 100 percent renewable, clean, 
green energy. Click our new FRE website for 
green power program details, available at 
www.fallriverelectric.com/green-power, to learn 
how you can purchase 200-kilowatt hour 
blocks of green power or elect to have all the 
energy that powers your home “green.” Scroll 
down to the bottom of our website page for a 
sign-up application.

Increasing the use of renewable energy will 
allow the nation to replace carbon-intensive 
energy sources and significantly reduce U.S. 
warming emissions, according to the Union of 
Concerned Scientists in their 2017 report.



Husk Crowther 
District 1
Rexburg/Rigby
Secretary/Treasurer

Georg Behrens
District 3
East Victor
Vice President

Anna Lindstedt
District 4

East Driggs

Brent Robson
District 5
West Driggs/Tetonia

Dede Draper 
District 6

Ashton
President

Jodi Stiehl
District 7
South Island Park

Doug Schmier
District 9, West Yellowstone

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Fall River’s FLASHES 
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and is certified by the 
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Want your Fall River FLASHES faster? Click 
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Springtime typically means clean up time in your yard and on 
your property. If you are using a chainsaw for any of these clean-
up activities, let’s do it safely:

• Wear protective gear such as gloves, durable shoes, hear-
ing protection, face shields, or goggles and tight fitting 
clothing;

• Shut the saw off when walking over rough or uneven ter-
rain;

• Do not cut limbs on a bind and watch out for branches that 
can spring back when cut; and

• Keep both hands firmly on the saw and clear dirt, rocks, 
and debris from around where you are cutting.

For more info, visit: www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/logging/manual/
logger/chain_saw/saw_operation.html.  

Take Home Safety – Chainsaw Safety

Earth Day, observed annually on April 22, is 
held to promote environmental awareness 
and is celebrated in nearly 200 countries. This 
year marks the 51st anniversary of Earth Day. 

Traditionally, Earth Day is viewed as a time 
to focus on the worldwide environment and 
is celebrated with acts of service such as the 
planting of trees, picking up roadside trash, 
and conducting various programs for recy-
cling and conservation.

Fall River Electric continues its commitment to 
protecting the natural resources that we enjoy 
locally. As a local designated Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle (RRR) Business Leader, we continue to 
be environmentally conscience by:

• Recycling transformers, meters, over-
head wires, and obsolete computer equip-
ment. Even power poles are repurposed 
as pole barn supports or fence posts.

• Replacing oil in transformers contain-
ing PCB to natural, biodegradable veg-
etable oil.

• Altering our construction practices to 
minimize animal and avian fatalities.

Earth Day is followed quickly by Arbor Day, 
which will be celebrated on Friday, April 30, in 
most states. Arbor Day is a great time to plant 
trees!

Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day 
Why Trees? Because trees absorb excess and 
harmful CO2 from our atmosphere. In fact, in 
a single year, an acre of mature trees absorbs 
the same amount of CO2 produced by driving 
the average car 26,000 miles. 

Trees help us breathe clean air. Trees absorb 
odors and pollutant gases (nitrogen oxides, 
ammonia, sulfur dioxide, and ozone) and filter 
particulates out of the air by trapping them on 
their leaves and bark. 

So, let us join together this spring and plant a 
tree while rededicating our personal efforts to 
recycle, reuse, and reduce. 

A ductless heat pump or air conditioner typically consists of a wall-mounted indoor unit com-
bined with an outside compressor. It is most often used in a situation where a window AC unit 
or baseboard heating would be considered, such as a new addition to a house. But unlike win-
dow units, ductless units require only a very small hole to be drilled into the wall, making them 
less vulnerable to air leakage and security problems. Plus, they’re less visible and audible.

They are also exceedingly energy efficient. “In the average house, you’re losing 25 percent or 
more of your energy to ductwork,” says James Bowman, a 20-plus year veteran of the HVAC in-
dustry. “Simply by removing the ducts, you end up with a more efficient system. Ductless mod-
els also have inverter-driven compressors, which speed up and slow down based on the needs 
of the system instead of shutting off entirely like traditional HVAC compressors do.”

Fall River Electric offers a $900 rebate on the installation of a ductless heat pump installation. 
Learn the details and get an application at www.fallriverelectric.com/home-improvement-rebates. 

Is It Time To Go Ductless For Your 
Remodeling Project?


